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REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• Give an example of how you would establish content validity. What does it mean to 
say a measure has face validity? Why is a measure that has demonstrated predic-
tive validity more powerful than a measure with concurrent validity? In your own 
words, explain what a nomological network is.

LENGTH AND DIFFICULTY  
OF MEASURES
When selecting measures, the internal consistency will be among the most important 
criteria you consider. Practical concerns, including the length of the measure and the 
difficulty of the items, are important as well. When we talked about threats to inter-
nal validity (see Chapter 3), one factor on the list from Donald Campbell and Julian 
Stanley (1963) was Maturation, which could include fatigue. The number of scales 

FIGURE 5.9	 Hypothetical Nomological Network
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